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SUBJECT: OUTER SPACE LEGAL SUBCOMMITTEE: REMOTE SENSING 
MARCH 25, 1977 

1 . IN GENERAL DEBATE A.M. MARCH 26, BULGARIA AND POLAND MADE 
BRIEF STATEMENTS IN SUPPORT OF MONGOLIAN PROPOSAL CONCERNING 
APPLICATION OF THE PRINCIPLE OF PERMANENT SOVEREIGNTY OVER 
WEALTH AND NATURAL RESOURCES IN THE FIELD OF REMOTE SENSING. 

2. WORKING GROUP III (REMOTE SENSING) THEN RESUMED YEST- 
ERDAY'S DISCUSSION WHETHER A BASIS EXISTED FOR FORMULATION OF 
A COMMON ELEMENT ENCOMPASSING THE PERMANENT S O VERIEGNT Y 
PRINCPLE. ALONG WITH THE UK, FRG, ITALY AND JAPAN, THE 

USDEL FORCEFULLY REITERATED THAT NO SUCH BASIS OR AGREEMENT 
DID EXIST, EMPHASIZING THAT (A) THEU.S. COULD NOT ACCEPT 
ANY PROPOSITION EXTENDING THE CONCEPT OF PERMANENT 
SOVEREIGNTY TO INFORMATION ABOUT NATURAL RESOURCES, AND 
(B) SINCE THE SOLE PURPOSE OF REMOTE SENSING IS TO ACQUIRE 
INFORMATION, THE PERMANENT S O VERIEGNTY PRINCIPLE HAS NO 
RELEVANCE IN THIS CONTEXT. THE USSR STRENUOUSLY ATTEMPTED 
TO HAVE THE UNAGREED TEXT WHICH HAD BEEN CIRCULATED BY 
THE CHAIRMAN (DOC.WP.4/REV1) INSERTED IN BRACKETS AS 
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DRAFT PRINCIPLE X, BUT WITHOUT SUCESS. HOW THIS LENGTHY 
DISCUSSION WILL ULTIMATELY BE REFLECTED IN THE LSC 
REPORT WILL BE RESOLVED BY THE DRAFTING GROUP DURING 
THE LAST WEEK. 

3. IN THE AFTERNOON SESSION, WG-III CONSIDERED THE 
ARGENTINIAN PROPOSAL ON STATE RESPONSIBILITY SET FORTH 
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IN PARA 4, WP.2. THE US REP SUGGESTED A REVISION OF THAT 
PROPOSAL TO READ: QUOTE STATES BEGIN BRACKETS SHAT. I ./SHOULD END 
BRACKETS BEAR INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTIVITIES OF 
REMOTE SENSING OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE 
EARTH AND ITS ENVIRONMENT WHERE SUCH ACTIVITIES ARE 
CARRIED OUT BY GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES AND BEGIN BRACKETS SHALL/ 
SHOULD END BRACKETS COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THESE 
PRINCIPLES. END QUOTE. 

4. AFTEER SOME DISCUSSION. IT WAS AGREED THAT THE BASIS 
OF A COMMON ELEMENT ON THIS SUBJECT EXISTED, AND 
FOLLOWING SECRETARIAT CIRCULATION OF A VERSION COMBINING 
THE TWO PROPOSALS (WP.5), THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED 

BY THE WG AS A DRAFT PRINCIPLE: QUOTE STATES BEGIN BRACKETS SHALL/ 
SHOULD END BRACKETS BEAR INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
BEGIN BRACKETS NATIONAL END BRACKETS ACTIVITIES OF REMOTE 
SENSING BEGIN BRACKETS OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE 
EARTH END BRACKETS BEGIN BRACKETS AND ITS ENVIRONMENT END 
BRACKETS BEGIN BRACKETS IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER END 
BRACKETS BEGIN BRACKETS WHERE END BRACKETS SUCH ACTIVITIES 
ARE CARRIED OUT BY GOVERNMENTAL BEGIN BRACKETS OR NON- 
GOVERNMENTAL END BRACKETS ENTITIES, AND BEGIN BRACKETS SHALL/SHOULD 

END BRACKETS BEGIN BRACKETS GUARANTEE THAT SUCH 
ACITVITIES WILL END BRACKETS COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF 
THESE PRINCIPLES. END QUOTE. 

5. THE WG THE TURNED TO A DISCUSSION OF THE SUBJECT 
LISTED IN PARA. 9 ANNEX III OF THE 1976 LSC REPORT. 
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IN AN EFFORT TO IDENTIFY FURTHER COMMON ELEMENTS. IT 
WAS DETERMINED THAT NO AGREEMENT WAS POSSIBLE WITH RES- 
PECT TO THE ISSUE OF REAUIRING PRIOR CONSENT TO THE 
CONDUCT OF REMOTE SENSING ACTIVITIES. THE MEETING 
ENDED WITH AN INCONCLUSIVE DEBATE ON THE RELATED ISSUES 
OF ACCESS TO AND DISSEMINATION OF REMOTE SENSING DATA 
AND INFORMATION, AND THE AVILABILITY OF SUCH DATA ON A 
BASIS OF CONTINUITY AND PRIORITY. EVENING MEETINGS 
OF THE WG ARE PLANNED FOR NEXT WEEK. 

YOUNG 
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